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Homelessness Update
I’m sure you have heard about or seen evidence of the
homelessness issues that we and our neighbours are
experiencing. I’d like to try and briefly explain the
situation, and what decisions and actions your Church
Council has taken regarding the issues.
Since June, we’ve had people
sleeping in the outdoor alcoves,
right outside the North and
South entrances to the building,
behind the Sanctuary. These
same people, and some of their
friends, have also been hanging
around during the day.
This has caused us a number of
difficulties, including a lot of stress on our staff,
especially Barb and Al who are on the front lines.
Some people are now uncomfortable entering or even
walking past the church. Litter, including drug
paraphernalia, is a constant problem. Fights have
broken out.
We are not the only ones affected. In fact, our
situation is fairly mild in comparison to what our
neighbours on Chapel Street are experiencing. Among
other things, they are dealing with break-ins to
buildings and cars, fights and police calls in the
middle of the night, verbal harassment and the loss of
a sense of security in their own homes.
The homelessness we see stems from issues like the
emerging opioid crisis and the rising housing costs.
Transition House, just north of us across Chapel
Street, has just this spring re-opened as a low-barrier
facility, intentionally serving the most vulnerable.
Most of their residents are people with mental health
challenges and addictions. Transition House offers
short-term accommodation and a variety of services
to try to get people off drugs, employed, and into
housing.
Our proximity to Transition House is part of the
reason why the
problem is on our
doorstep and on the
doorsteps of our
Chapel Street
neighbours.
Unfortunately, some
of our neighbours
blame Transition
House for the

Insight - Advent 2019

situation and want to shut it down. This would be a
tragedy because Transition House, the primary
emergency shelter in Northumberland, is a key
source of hope for people trying to get off the streets.
Your Church Council has been examining and will
continue to examine this problem. You may notice
that signs have been installed, worded as respectfully
as we could manage, to ask that there be no loitering
from 7 AM to 10 PM. The intent is to keep our
congregation, staff, renters, and other building users
safe.
We are being pressured by
some of our neighbours on
Chapel Street to also evict
people from our premises at
night. However, your
Council wishes to act with
compassion for people who
need somewhere sheltered
to sleep.
At the same time that Council is trying to balance the
short-term needs of the people staying on our
property with both the needs of other building users
and our neighbours, we are also looking for longerterm hope for the situation. This is not a problem
that we can solve by
ourselves. We need to
Our proximity to
work with our
Transition House is
part of the reason why neighbours, the police,
the problem is on our various levels of
government, and other
doorstep and on the
churches. We don’t
doorsteps of our
have any concrete
Chapel Street
answers at this point,
neighbours.
but we will keep you
up to date as we learn
and discuss this issue with others.
This situation is both a challenge and an opportunity
for outreach. I invite you to engage with the
problem, talk to people, and discuss it with me and
other members of Council. You can help us to help
our neighbours, including those people who have
walked up our church steps and into our lives.
With God’s Blessings,
James Fingas, Chair, Trinity United Church Council
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Linda Hutsell Manning Memoir

Worship Division

My memoir, Fearless and Determined: Two Y ears
Teaching in a One-Room School, is now available
from: Let’s Talk Books, Cobourg; Furby Books,
Port Hope; Lighthouse Books, Brighton; Amazon,
Chapters and as an eBook.

It has been said that what happens in the sanctuary
on Sunday should prepare and strengthen the
congregation to act in the world on the next six days.
On those terms, worship at Trinity this fall has been
a good success.

My school, SS#2 Hamilton Township, known as the
Front Road School West, was situated on Hwy 2
between Cobourg and Port Hope, Ontario. Built in
1860, I taught there during its last two years: 1963 to
1965.
The book cover includes a picture of me that
appeared in the November
1963 Star Weekly. I had
only been teaching six
days when the
photographer knocked on
my door at 9:15. I was
most unfriendly and
would not let him inside
to take pictures. I didn’t
believe he was from this
newspaper and assumed
he would leave. He waited
until recess at 10:30 to
take the picture outside.
Now, of course, I am most
grateful that he did.

Part memoir, part creative non-fiction, Fearless and
Determined takes you back to life in rural southern
Ontario in the mid-1960s. With one year’s training
at Toronto Teacher’s College and no curriculum
resources except a list of subjects, I created and
taught courses for eight grades. Built in 1860, the
school had seen better days and resembled many one
-room schools across Canada. With a wood stove,
two pit toilets, a cold water tap, and no storm
windows, many students experienced their entire
elementary school education here. My memoir
traverses the Kennedy assassination, the Beatles
craze and small pox shots. I worked ten-hour days
and made on-the-spot decisions as teacher and
principal. Circumstance gave me this opportunity;
time has deemed it to be one of the most challenging
and great experiences of my life.

meant to the Inuit people.

In September on First
Nations Sunday,
Worship shared with
Outreach and
Christian
Development to bring
the two Inuit throat
singers (photo left)
from Ottawa to help
us understand what
climate change has

October was food month beginning with communion
on October 6th. For Thanksgiving, the Congregation
was invited to bring gifts of produce and other items
to aid in the decoration of the sanctuary. It was then
taken to Fare Share. October the 20th was World
Food Sunday and as usual the children went to No
Frills to buy food to combine with what the
congregation had brought for Fare Share.
Sunday November 24 marks the 195th anniversary of
Trinity, and we look forward to receiving new
members at that time.
Then we are in the church’s New Year with the first
Sunday in Advent. The amazing series of events
leading up to Christmas can be found elsewhere in
this edition of Insight. Don’t miss any of them.
Jane Reid, Chair, Worship

Thanks so much,
Linda
www.lindahutsellmanning.ca
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REPORT FROM THE PROPERTY DIVISION
For the past almost sixty years, my wife has
reminded me when things needed doing around the
house, I developed the habit of making “To Do”
lists. I have carried that habit over to my role as
chair of the Property Division.
But, the two buildings of Trinity are much bigger
than a house. As you know, we no longer have
custodians as employees, so, how do things get
done?
Cleaning: Routine cleaning, mopping, dusting,
sweeping, polishing floors and similar tasks are
undertaken two hours a day on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays by a cleaning firm that
Trinity has hired.
Event set up and Evening Lock up: For events
that are church related, Trinity has hired Al Boivin
to set up chairs, tables, etc., and to take down the
items following the event. In addition Al looks after
changing the wording on our two outside
signboards. Al comes in every evening to do a
security check of the building and to lock the doors.
Al also collects and puts out the garbage two days a
week.
The cost of the cleaning contractors and the Set Up
and Lock Up operator is much less than the expense
that we used to have employing a custodian.

However, that leaves many things undone, so that is
where lists come in.
The Property Committee has only six r egular
members: Al Seymour, George Beston, James
Fingas, Edgar Carman, Brian Porter and myself.
Each member provides oversight over several of the
maintenance and care items.
Brian, because of his vocation takes the lead on
anything related to fire safety and defibrillation.
Fire alarms, smoke detectors, fire drills and the like
are Brian’s responsibility.
Al Seymour keeps an eye on things that need repair
such as pews, hymn racks, etc. Al also is our “go
to” guy to put up signs or to assist in other ways.
George keeps an eye on the condition of trees on the
property, along with liaising with Barb in the office
on security systems.
Edgar, who know the buildings inside out, is ever on
the lookout for lights that need repair, keeping the
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heating systems working, and checking for
exterior problems related to the roof, or the brick/
mortar exterior.
James Fingas has been our reliable secretary for
several years. Recently, James became Chair of
Trinity’s Council. On occasion, James has made
some repairs, such as repairing drywall, etc.
For my part, I maintain lists and attempt to work
with all members of the Property Committee to
see that the necessary things are completed.
Each year, in January, the Property Committee
carries out a thorough “walk about” inspection of
the two buildings. Lists are developed to be
worked on during the year. We will identify
places where paint needs refreshing, or minor
repairs made. Areas that need the floor wax
stripped and replaced will be identified.
In the spring, we will carry out a “clean out” of the
basement area, with garbage and waste disposed
of and other items not needed put out for anyone
to take or give to Beyond the Blue Box.
The Property Committee also oversees the
“Greeter” programme that provides a welcome to
anyone entering the building in the evening. For
several years, it has been my job to co ordinate the
Greeter programme.
In addition to overseeing the Greeter program, it is
also my role to oversee the Grass Cutting contract;
to oversee the Cleaning Contract compliance; and
to co-ordinate with the Special Events Security.
Now, to a major item:
The Property Committee has just received a draft
report from the Structural Engineering firm we
hired to undertake a detailed examination of three
elements of the two buildings.
1. Structural Condition of the two buildings
I am very pleased to report that there are no major
structural problems with either of our buildings.
There are, however, a number of areas of the
building showing stress (as can be expected in a
building that is almost 170 years old). These areas
have been identified and will be monitored. The
major weakness in the buildings was noted as
being the exterior bricks and mortar joints. The
Property Committee had over $9,000 of brick and
mortar repair undertaken in September (before we
received the engineer’s report.)
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2. Fire Code Compliance of the two stairwells in
the Christian Education Centre.
As we suspected, we have been
informed that the stairwell
interior entrances no longer
comply with the Fire Code for
public buildings. Replacement
of these entrances will be placed
in the 2020 budget.

Trinity Volunteer Fair
A volunteer fair was held on October 13 & 20,
giving members of the congregation the opportunity
to learn about ways to be involved and support the
life and work of the church.

3. Making the Chapel Street entrance to the
Sanctuary into an Accessible Entrance.
The Engineering firm reports that this entrance can
be made accessible, but at considerable cost. It
would require:
a. Closing the existing entrance to Chapel St.
b. Raising the floor level inside the entrance area to
the same level as the Sanctuary floor.
c. Creating a new entrance on the east side of the
church.
d. Moving the existing storage building.
e. Redesigning the ramp leading to the Wesley
Room entrance, and extending it to the new
entrance into the church.

While it would be an asset to have an accessible
entrance directly to the Sanctuary, the costs of
changing this entrance are, in the view of the
Property Committee, excessive at this time. This is
especially true given the need for extensive and
emergency repairs to many of our stained glass
windows.
As you can see from this report, the Property
Committee is busy. The few members we have are
dedicated to keeping our buildings in good repair,
and working well for both our members and the
community at large.
Many in our congregation are (like me) advancing in
age, and no longer able to do as much as we once
could. If you are able, please consider joining the
Property Committee or offering your assistance in a
specific area, such as: greeting, window washing,
minor painting, gardening, or whatever you think
will continue to keep Trinity a church home of
which we can be proud.
Lloyd Williams, Chair, Property Division.
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A number of new volunteers signed up. Thank you
so much for everyone who stopped by and expressed
interest.
There are still many opportunities for you to become
involved. It takes many hands and voices to make
and keep Trinity vibrant and engaging.
Speak to any member of council for more
information and watch for a return of the volunteer
fair in the new year.
David MacDiarmid
2019-2020 Trinity United Church Council
Chair:
James Fingas
Past Chair:
David MacDiarmid
Secretary:
Margaret Grozelle
Treasurer:
Open
Property:
Lloyd Williams
Finance:
Fraser Maxwell
M&P:
Mary Ellen French
Worship:
Jane Reid
Christian Development:
Keren Bradford
UCW:
Barbara Williams
Outreach:
Barbara Williams
Communications:
Roger Halligan
Pastoral Care:
Darlene Brown
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Nunvaut to Northumberland
As the sugar maples began to turn and harvest
season was underway in Northumberland, our
congregation turned to face some of the most
difficult issues of our times.
On September 22nd, we held a special church service
and an afternoon event titled “Nunavut to
Northumberland”. We explored the complex
relationships between climate change, food security
in Canada’s north, and our commitments to
reconciliation and right relationship with Canada’s
indigenous peoples.

described as reconciliation in action, Heidi and
Lynda shared that the respectful and honest
relationship they’ve built with the Trinity
community has allowed them to begin shifting this
feeling.
Following the service many members of the
congregation gathered again in Ryerson Hall,
which was handsomely set up to host a harvest

themed potluck lunch. Around the room were
panels, placards, and a video projection providing
information about the impacts of climate change,
both in northern communities like Nunavut and
here in Northumberland.

In the service, Rev. Kristiane asked that we expand
our responsibility to our neighbours to include not
only our human relations but also the full scope of
animal and plant beings with whom we share the
ecological web of life. The congregation was also
graced by a riveting performance by the Inuit throat
singers of the group Siqiniup Qilauta, Heidi Langille
and Lynda Brown.
Because of the legacy of trauma suffered by Inuit
communities at the hands of Canadian churches,
Heidi and Lynda had long felt reluctant to work with
church groups. In a powerful moment that could be
Insight - Advent 2019

Food insecurity is a significant aspect of climate
change, particularly in the North. In the lead up to
the event, our congregation contributed over
$1500 to help fund breakfast programs for
children experiencing food-insecurity in Nunavut
communities.
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After lunch the children of the congregation
gathered with Kevin Otter to work on Nunavut and
climate change themed crafts. They also learned a
little bit of throat singing from Heidi Langille.

Northumberland over her 60+ years living and
working here. She exhorted the audience to pay
close attention to the natural world and to start to
make changes to our behaviour before it is entirely
lost.
George McClintock, who spent a number of years
living in an Inuit community in Nunavut, presented a
slideshow from his time there and discussed some of
the dramatic numbers around climate related
upheavals that are affecting the North, such as the
rapid melting of glaciers and permafrost in
Greenland and Nunavut.

The lunch was followed by a discussion panel
moderated by Kristiane and comprising of four
speakers with diverse experiences around climate
change.

Josh Noiseux, who is a PhD candidate in
environmental philosophy, spoke of his anguish and
grief in facing ecological crises, particularly the
prospects of mass extinctions, and what this will
mean for his two young children. He suggested that
sharing ecological grief and mourning may be a
meaningful way for people to connect and begin to
face environmental challenges together.
Lynda Brown spoke of the climate challenges faced
by the Inuit, including rapidly shifting weather and
devastating losses of the animals their communities
traditionally depend on for food. She also spoke of
the resilience of her people, who have faced Arctic
hardships for millennia, and who are now rising to
the occasion to find ways to adapt to climate
change.
Grafton based horticulturalist and ecologist Amy
Quinn offered her observations on the troubling
environmental changes she has witnessed in
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The conversation was then opened up to the
approximately 50 people in attendance. Local
political candidate Jeff Wheeldon was one of them,
and he spoke emotively of his desire to see changes
in the way we confront environmental issues.
Another audience member made the last comment of
the day. For her, the most important thing is that we
pay close attention and cherish all the life forms
around us. Our responses to climate change, she
said, must be based in love.
Joshua Noiseux, Outreach Committee
Photo Credits: Karen Chalovich
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Souper Tuesdays

Advent/Christmas Choir

Northumberland Christian School Souper
Tuesdays: A new outreach opportunity is available!

Do you love to sing seasonal music?

Beginning on November 5, we will meet at Trinity
United Church every Tuesday at 6:30pm for an
evening of fun, community, and soup making.
Trinity runs a weekly outreach program,
SouperTime, which supplies a soup and sandwich
lunch to those in need in our community.
Unfortunately, their past soup supplier is no longer
able to assist with this program.
This is a fantastic
opportunity to help others
within the wider
Northumberland
community! Join us each
week to make a new soup
and help support those in
need within our community.
Each participant will take
home a portion of the soup
made that evening, and a
portion also goes to support
the Souper Time meal
program.

I am looking for extra singers for the Advent and
Christmas season to join the Chancel choir!
The choir will sing each Sunday in Advent and at
the late service (9:00pm) on Christmas Eve.
We will be learning “Waiting for the Promise” with
flute and triangle, a haunting arrangement of “Lo,
How a Rose E’er Blooming”, “Hark the Glad
Sound” with brass quartet and “Of the Father’s
Love Begotten” with handbells.
The season will conclude with a beautiful piece
based on Silent Night, “Heavenly Peace”, on
Christmas Eve.
Rehearsals:
Thursdays Nov 21, 28, and Dec 5, 12, 19
Please let Debbie know if you would like to join us!
All are welcome!
Debbie Fingas, Minister of Music
dfingas@trinitycobourg.ca

Please join us. All are welcome!

All you need is a $5
donation and an
empty container for
your soup.

Spaces are limited, please contact Northumberland
Christian School at 905 372 8766 to reserve your
spot .
Volunteer Opportunity:

Several people have offered to read scripture during
worship. Thank you to all of our readers. You enrich
the worship service with the care, thoughtfulness
and excellence that you bring to this each week.
If anyone wishes to be added to the list of readers,
please contact Kristiane at 905-372-7911 or
kblack@trinitycobourg.ca

Insight - Advent 2019

8

Advent and Christmas at Trinity United Church 2019
Advent 1 - December 1st
The Gift of Hope
Kids’ Time - Card and Crafts with bekky O’Neil
Advent 2 - December 8th
The Promise of Peace
Kids’ Time - Cards and Crafts with bekky O’Neil
Advent 3 - December 15
Rejoice!
Family Service featuring readings and music of the Season
Advent 4 - Dec. 22
Love Born Among Us
Kids’ Time - Decorating Ryerson Hall
Christmas Eve Family Service - 4:00 pm

“A Star Still Shines”
Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion - 9:00 pm

“The Angels Still Sing”
Christmas Sunday - December 29th
9:30 Brunch & 10:30 Worship in Ryerson Hall
“A Promise Fulfilled”
Carol Sing &Advent Candle Lighting
Each Sunday during Advent, we will gather at 10:15 for a carol sing, and during
the service, we will be lighting the Advent candles each week as we prepare for
Christmas.
Service of Light and Hope
December 20th - 4:00 pm with Reception following

“Don’t Be Afraid”

Insight - Advent 2019
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World Food Sunday:

50th Wedding Anniversary
Jane and Fraser
were celebrating
their 50th Wedding
Anniversary with
the renewal of their
wedding vows.
Their family
gathered for the
celebration
followed by a
family dinner.

63rd Wedding Anniversary
In celebration of their 63rd wedding anniversary, Ron
Sargent serenades both his wife Anne and the
Trinity congregation with his rendition of “What a
Wonderful World”.
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Our Trinity kids make their annual trip to No Frills
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Trinity

Food Security:
Congratulations to the Outreach Division and those
who helped with the outstanding event
“Northumberland to Nunavut”. Folks were invited
to bring locally grown or produced food to the
potluck that day, and it was a delight to taste all the
produce from the gardens and markets in the area.
One thing to consider when trying to support local
food sources is to also consider local food
producers. Here are a few examples:
For bread, we
have the
Millstone Bakery,
or for gluten free,
the St. Anne’s
Bakery.
LeClerc’s is a
local butcher
shop, which also
carries regional
dairy products and baked goods. We have two,
count them, two local shortbread companies! There
are also several cheesemakers who use cow, sheep
and dairy to make delicious varieties.
We shouldn’t forget about all the great butter tarts in
this area that are part of the tour, along with a
variety of preserves, pies, and more in our local
markets, whether you’re visiting Burnhams or a
roadside stand. When you’re visiting a local
market, check out the freezer section as well for
prepared meals that are locally produced. If you’re
looking for prepared salads, dips, soups and more,
Market & Smor is another place to check out.

coming

Anniversary Sunday
Mark the date:
Nov. 24th is Trinity’s 195th Anniversary. Come out
and join us for Birthday treats following the service.
We’ll also be receiving New Members to the
congregation through Transfer of Membership,
Adult Baptism, Confirmation or Re-affirmation of
Faith.
If you would like to join the congregation, please
contact the church office at 905-372-7911 or
bhalligan@trinitycobourg.ca

Taste of Trinity.

Once again the Scholastic Trust Committee is
hosting their fantastic fundraiser called the Taste of
Trinity.

If you’re looking for locally made ingredients for
your own food preparation, there are some fun
places like Tyrone Mills for flour (and yes, butter
tarts). Then, of course, a short drive away you can
find great wineries, cider presses and more for
beverages to accompany your meals.
Hopefully, this article opens up a conversation
where we can share great food ideas about local and
regional growers and producers. Look for the
notices on the bulletin board in the back hallway of
the CE centre to add more ideas. Feel free to share
your favourites, and to let us know if you are
someone who has locally grown or prepared foods
for sale!
Kristiane
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You can sign up to be a host or a guest.
The dates are November 15, 16 and 17th.
More details are available after church in Ryerson
Hall or you can call the church office at 905-3727911.
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Coming Events
November
Sunday, 24

10:30 am

195th Anniversary of Trinity United Church – Reception of New
Members
Anniversary Cake served following the service in Ryerson Hall

Saturday, 30

3:00 pm

Northumberland New Ventures Band Concert

10:30 am

Advent 1 – The Gift of Hope – Communion
Kids’ Time – Cards and Crafts with bekky O’Neil

2:30 pm

Choral Legacy Concert

Sunday, 8

10:30 am

Advent 2 – The Promise of Peace – Baptism
Kids’ Time - Cards and Crafts with bekky O’Neil
Cookie Mix Sales

Saturday, 14

7:30 pm

Northumberland Orchestra and Choir Concert – Christmas in
Northumberland

Sunday, 15

10:30 am

Advent 3 – Rejoice – Family Service

Friday, 20

4:00 pm

Service of Light and Hope - “Don’t Be Afraid”
Reception to follow

Saturday, 21

7:00 pm

La Jeunesse Concert – Across the Universe

Sunday, 22

10:30 am

Advent 4 – Love Born Among Us
Kids’ Time – Decorating Ryerson Hall

Tuesday, 24

4:00 pm

Christmas Eve Family Service – “A Star Still Shines”

9:00 pm

Candlelight and Communion Service – “The Angels Still Sing”*

December

Sunday, 1

Wednesday, 25

Christmas Day – church will be closed

Thursday, 26

Boxing Day – church will be closed

Sunday, 29

9:30 am

Christmas Sunday – “A Promise Fulfilled”
Brunch and Worship in Ryerson Hall (worship starts at 10:30)
Free will donation to Fare Share

*Please note the change in time for the Candlelight Communion Service
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Trinity
Youth
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284 Division St.
Cobourg, ON K9A 3Rl
Phone: 905 -372-7911
Email: info@trinitycobourg.ca
Web Site: www.trinitycobourg.ca
Staff
Rev. Kristiane Black, Lead Minister
kblack@ trinitycobourg.ca

bhalligan@trinitycobourg.ca

Al Boivin, Set-Up and Evening Lock-Up Operator
Office Hours:
Monday to Thursday
9:00 am to l:00 pm.
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